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Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

As you know, last year our on-campus community spent a good deal of time
discussing what worship should "look like" at Pittsburgh Seminary. Those
discussions addressed both the content and physical context of Chapel, and
already this year we are seeing the positive results of those important
conversations.

Theology professor Dr. Edwin van Driel (who serves on the PCUSA Committee on
Congregational Song) is now working with a team of students to organize our
chapel services. Students and faculty alike are not only participating in the
services but are also helping "put them together." With this increasing community-
wide ownership of the chapel program, attendance has increased significantly,
and for good reason. The services are consistently directing our spirits toward
worshiping the Lord.

Greater variety in music represents one of the ways our worship has been
enhanced. I am amazed at the musical talents God has given to so many of our
students, who in our services have shared their gifts through instruments and
song. Recently, we moved one of the Seminary's grand pianos into the chapel so
that now not only organ but also piano music fills the space with glorious sounds
that celebrate our great God in heaven.

Two weeks ago, the PCUSA's Committee on Theological Education held their
meetings at Pittsburgh Seminary and as part of their schedule attended Chapel,
where they heard middler M.Div. student Mike Haddox preach. According to their
own comments, they were greatly blessed by the worship that morning.

As we pursue our mission of preparing pastor-theologians for leadership in a
variety of ministry contexts, it is crucial that we explore together the important
components of community worship. The way we organize and conduct our Chapel
program on campus is a vital part of that preparation, and I am happy to report
that the Pittsburgh Seminary community is enthusiastic about worship not just off
campus but on campus as well.

So join us for Chapel at 11:30 a.m., Monday through Thursday, or whenever you
are able! You can listen to audio from recent chapel services; an archive of years
past is also available. Visit www.pts.edu/Chapel_Audio.

Sincerely

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics
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Theological Education

Professor of World Christianity Scott Sunquist will host a delegation of 13 guests
from China (Oct. 1-4), including the chairman of the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement. Among the guests will also be the president of the Academy of
Religious Studies from Peking University and the head of the foreign affairs
department for the State Administration for Religious Affairs. In addition the
Foundation for Theological Education in South East Asia will be meeting on
October 3 and 4. During their time at the Seminary, the group of Chinese
delegates will meet with faculty, worship with a local congregation, visit the
Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada, and spend
time touring the city. The Foundation supports Christian theological education in
China and South East Asia through grants to institutions and projects,
scholarships, consultations, and publications. They will celebrate their 75th
anniversary with a return trip to PTS next year..

Seminary Hosts Two Events for Prospective Students

Prospective students are invited to meet with admissions officers both on campus
and online this month. PTS, along with our sister PCUSA seminaries, will
participate in a virtual fair Oct. 4 from 10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. EDT. This is an
opportunity for prospective students to learn about Pittsburgh Seminary from the
comfort of their homes via the Internet. Check out degree programs, financial aid,
and the faculty. You can also apply online. We will also be readily available for live
text chatting. Registration is free. If you prefer to experience the Seminary in
person, join us Oct. 21-22 for the OctoberQuest visit event. For those traveling
from a distance, overnight housing will be provided. There is no fee for this event.
Spouses, parents, or family members are welcome to attend. Reserve your
place for this visit event by contacting Anthony Rivera at arivera@pts.edu or
Derek Davenport at ddavenport@pts.edu, call toll free at 1-800-451-4194 or
register online.

Numerous Continuing Education Opportunities Available this
Month

The Office of Continuing Education will present a number of workshops and
special events this month. Visit www.pts.edu/continuing-education to learn more.
Contact the Office at 412-924-1345 or ConEd@pts.edu.
• Two online classes including "Beyond Bullet Points: Preaching with Images" and
"Teaching and Preaching the Letters of Paul" run Oct. 3-Dec. 2.
• "Restoring the Holy to Worship" allows participants to discern the steps
necessary to create worship that enables people to sense the Holy in a way that
transforms their lives each Sunday. Oct. 5-6
• "Islamic and Jewish Mysticism and the Practice of Compassion" provides a basic
introduction to the profound mystical traditions of Islam and Judaism, exemplified
in the 13th-century Islamic poet, Rūmī, and the Jewish Kabbalah school of study.
Mondays, Oct. 10-Nov. 7.
• Co-sponsored "Reframing Hope: Spiritual Movements in a Shifting Culture" at
The Franciscan Spirit and Life Center, Pittsburgh. Oct. 20-22
• "Presbyterian Polity, Program, and Mission" meets two of the requirements for
certification as an educator in the PC(USA). Oct. 24-28
• "Mission at Home and Abroad: A Workshop Series for Church Educators" is the
theme for the bi-annual Journey Inward, Journey Outward. Oct. 27

Alums Make Calls During Annual Phonathon

From Oct. 18-22 and 25-29, alums will be phoning their peers to say hello,
reconnect, and ask for their financial support as part of the annual Phonathon. As
we send our graduates out into the farthest corners of the earth, we know that it
doesn't happen without our alums' support! Their gifts to student aid allow
Pittsburgh Theological seminarians to build the bridge between the Word and the
world for Christ's Church while incurring minimal debt. Please respond generously
to your fellow alum's call during this year's Phonathon. Alums and friends alike are
welcome to give through the "Donate Online" link to the right.

Pneuma Hosts Event on Biblical Community and N.T. Faith

The Seminary's Pneuma: Spiritual Direction and Leadership Program will present
"Biblical Community and N.T. Faith" Oct. 28-29. Dr. Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ,
Charles Fischer Professor of New Testament Emerita at Brite Divinity School, will
be the keynote speaker. "Biblical Community: How Do We Live It?" will be offered
Fri., Oct. 28 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Osiek will be presenting models of community,
discipleship, and ministry. "Living New Testament Faith" will be held Sat., Oct. 29
from 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Topics to be covered include levels of biblical
interpretation according to the tradition of the Church and distinctive ways to live
in faith according to the four Gospels, Paul, and Revelation. Discounts are
available for early and multiple registrations. Register online. Contact Martha
Robbins with questions at 412-924-1423 or mrobbins@pts.edu.


